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Law Enforcement Post-107 of Cedar Rapids, Iowa Celebrated 
their 50thAnniversary with the Exploring program 



William I. Koch International Sea Scout Cup is scheduled for July 30 -
August 6, 2016 in Long Beach, California. Region qualifiers for teams
are being conducted between now and late fall 2015.

If you have Sea Scouts who would like to compete in the 2016
international event, they must compete in one of their region’s regatta
qualifiers to be considered. We also need adults and youth to serve
on the staff for the event. For more details about competing or
serving on staff
For more details go to http://seascoutcup.org/



Philmont
Growing Venturing In Your Crew and Council
The Venturing A-L-P-S program model builds on success from the past and provides a frame-
work for a dynamic program of adventure, leadership, personal growth, and service; grounded
in a flexible program of continuous, youth-led adventure with the new recognition system
providing Venturers with benchmarks of progress. Using this program model as a framework
for supporting your crew’s program and for establishing council support for crew program
needs forms the heart of this conference. This conference is designed for crew advisors, crew
committee members, crew officers, VOA officers, VOA advisors, council Venturing committee
members, and Venturing Commissioners.

Availability
Week 1: June 5-11
Week 8: July 24-30
Week 10: August 7-13

Venturing Blast!
Inviting all key Area youth leaders and adult advisors to a new training experience! Partici-
pants will be able to join with other leaders from across their region to network, build friend-
ships, discover more of the ALPS program model, and develop skills to help Areas support an
explosive Venturing program that will recruit and retain youth in their Councils! But, this isn’t
your typical classroom course. Ditch the projector and immerse yourself in the beauty of PTC
while enjoying some exciting adventures at Philmont.

Availability
Week 6: July 10-16
Week 7: July 17-23

Summit
DYNAMIC VENTURING PROGRAMMING - July 11 – July 15
If you are involved in Venturing, come and learn firsthand how you can take on the challenge
and fun of strengthening your Venturing program. Develop skills to help support an explosive
Venturing program that will recruit and retain youth in local councils! This course is for all
Venturing leaders at the unit, district, or council level.
REGISTRATION FEE: $475



VenturingFest 2016

You’ve been patiently waiting and now we’ve got the details
you’ve be clamoring for –VenturingFest 2016 (previously known
as AdventureFest) is the first national gathering of Venturers at
the Summit Bechtel Reserve and it’s set for July 31 to August 5,
2016.
This six-day High-Adventure excursion invites participants to
explore the best that the Summit has to offer. Activities
include rock climbing, skateboarding, BMX biking, water sports,
shooting sports, zip lines, challenge courses, and so much
more.

What You Need to Know to Start Planning Your Trip
VenturingFest is $400 for youth participants and $300 for adults. Fees include meals
(Monday breakfast through Friday breakfast), campsite (with showers, dining flies & Wi-Fi),
tents, cots, and all program equipment. Final payment is due no later than June 1 and all paid
fees are nonrefundable. This special event is open to registered Venturers, Sea Scouts, Boy
Scouts (14+) and adult leaders. Groups must be no smaller than seven participants and must
include at least five youth and two adults. There is no maximum group size.

How to Attend VenturingFest 2016
To register, simply fill out the VenturingFest 2016 Reservation Form. Once completed you’ll
receive an email advising you when it has been processed along with information on how to
submit your unit’s non-refundable deposit. For more information head
towww.summitbsa.org/venturingfest.
Have a question not covered here? Please reach out to venturingfest@scouting.org for
additional information. What are you most looking forward to about this unique Venturing
event at the Summit? Tell us in the comments below!



Go Nomad! (This is not a cheer for your local sports team)

Go Nomad is the theme for the 2017 Asia/Pacific
Region (APR) Jamboree being hosted by the Mongolian Scout
Association in late July, early August 2017. Nomads wander
and roam the countryside and this is still the habit for about
one half of the population of Mongolia.

Mongolia is about one quarter the size of the USA but
we have 100 times the population so that going around in
Mongolia it seems very large and empty. About one half of
their three million population live in the capital city of Ulaan
Baatar (there are many acceptable spellings of this name in
English).

The Jamboree is going
to held just outside the city
limits of the capital city in the national children's center, a facility built
by the Soviets in the late 1970s. The theme of Jamboree will celebrate
Mongolian culture which includes horse riding, camel riding, archery
and other cultural activities and exchanges including a visit to the
dinosaur museum. Did you know that more dinosaur remains have
been found in Mongolia than anywhere else?

It is expected that about 10,000 Scouts from APR Scouting
organizations and other countries will be in attendance.

The weather in Mongolia has two extremes, very hot and very
cold. July and August is the hot part and temperatures are usually in
the high 90s and dry.

Although the Jamboree is short in duration, the BSA contingent
will be gone roughly three weeks. Here's the plan: We will travel in a

group, probably leaving from Salt Lake City to Beijing, China. A three day stop in Beijing to visit the
Forbidden City, the Great Wall and other sites then board the train for an exciting overnight ride to
Ulaan Baatar. Arrive in Mongolia and move directly to the Jamboree site.

Since Mongolia is so spread out the post Jamboree stay is planned for five days. This will offer
the opportunity for home stay, sight seeing in UB (even the Mongolians shorten it) and side trips to
various points of interest around the country. There will be an opportunity to develop a menu of
options for visiting coming in future updates.

One must see is the giant (80 meter high) statue of Gengis Khan built on the site where he got his
vision to spread conquer the world.

UB is a modern city in the midst of rapid growth. A special Scouting connection is that the lead
architect for the design team on both the new international airport and the largest building in the
country is a Scout and served as an International Camp Staff member in Camp Daniel Boone, NC in
2009.

After the Jamboree and visiting afterwards, we will fly directly
from UB back through Beijing to Salt Lake City and then to your home
towns. This travel will require both a valid US passport with at least six
months remaining before the expiration date and a Chinese visa. Mongolia
does not require a visa for short stays.

Head of contingent for this trip is Pete Armstrong,28-654-
9920,peteberet@aol.com. This event is a Daniel Boone Council event not a
BSA national event.

Since this is the bottom line I will tell you what I believe will be the
bottom line, $3000 all inclusive. Unfortunately this is an estimate because
it is still too early to make the travel plans.



My ship just held a “First Aid Training Weekend,” mainly because it was
one of the last sign offs I needed to achieve the rank of Able, but also so that
everyone else could learn first aid. One of our Scout moms, Melissa, and our
Skipper led “First Aid Training Weekend.”

Although she is already a practicing veterinarian, Melissa needed to go to
the island of Oahu and take a course to become a certified Red Cross First Aid
Instructor. They do not have the course here on Kauai, the island where we live.
Our Ship also purchased a CPR mannequin and a professional first aid kit for the

class.
Ready for first aid training

So, Sea Scout Ship Decisive, Sea
Scout Ship Kia’iokekai and also the
Yacht Club youth sailing kids joined
together for this event, there were over
a dozen kids in all.

We learned how to perform first aid
by watching a slide show and taking
notes. Then our instructors set up live
stations for different first aid situations
and CPR. First they taught us how to
do CPR and then how to apply first aid
with a different situation at each

station; like someone who fell off a cliff, had a heart attack, broke a bone,
someone who is bleeding, burns, and
heat exhaustion. After that we needed
to face the situation stations on our own
and apply first aid while the adults
supervised us.

At the end of the weekend there
was a live action packed scenario where
6 victims were in trouble and four
rescuers assisted them. The victims all
needed help at the same time; including
someone who fell and had a spine injury,
someone who had heat exhaustion, a
twisted ankle, even someone floating
silently face down in the water, (which
was totally unexpected and surprising). We had to be aware and act fast. First
we had to see who needed help the most and then act upon each situation
in order of severity. It was exciting and we learned to keep calm and act quickly
in stressful situations. We were then critiqued by our instructors on our
performance.

First Aid kit for the class

First some classroom training



Over this weekend I learned how
to do CPR. I feel confident performing
CPR and first aid after this training. I
learned a lot more from practicing in
these live situations than from
reading about them in a book because
I am an active learner. The live
situations were interesting, fun, and
they helped the skills I learned to
stick with me.

I would really like to thank
Melissa, Skipper, and all the adult
leaders and parent volunteers who
take time out of their busy life to help
us learn and achieve and to get ahead
in Sea Scouts, we literally could not
do this without you!

-By Tessa R.

Treating a victim with spinal injuries

Performing CPR

Learning how to control bleeding.



Northwest Sea Scouts Shake off The Winter Blues at
Tacoma Rendezvous 2016

There’s nothing like a little Sea Scouting to chase away the Northwest Rain.
Last weekend the pride of the Pacific Harbors Council, the Sea Scout Ships
Odyssey and the Charles N. Curtis, hosted the Puget Sound fleet at Tacoma
Youth Marine Center for Rendezvous 2016. Ships came from Pacific Harbors, the
Chief Seattle Council and from the Mount Baker Council which stretches all the
way to Canada.

This event is a combination of training while having fun, gaining new skills,
experiences and friends for life. It breaks the ships up and first thing
after morning assembly they have to form new crews mixed together. They
choose leaders, design a flag, then they are off.

There’s a little Navigation, learning to make a monkey fist, a bit of racing with
all the gear they have laying around at the Marine Center. Then comes double
bowline lift, line toss, fire extinguisher can racing, life ring toss, more
navigation, small engine maintenance, and survival suit racing.



Northwest Sea Scouts Shake off The Winter Blues at
Tacoma Rendezvous 2016

Finally, you need to know how many people your life raft can hold, right?

They need to learn how to row them, cause next year we’re racing them.

If you need tips for events, how to run your own event, or want to come next
year, contact Tom Rogers at the Tacoma Youth Marine Center
tomrogers@cbmsi.com

About these ads
Share this:



SEA SCOUTS BSA IS NOW A STANDALONE PROGRAM AND A NEW
SEA SCOUT MANUAL TO BE RELEASED IN THE SPRING OF 2016

Sea Scout News!

The National Council of the Boy Scouts of America has approved a resolution establishing Sea Scouts,
BSA as an independent program of the Boy Scouts of America--in full company with the other BSA
programs:  Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Varsity Scouts, and Venturing. Likewise, the Board made
corresponding amendments to the BSA Charter and Bylaws.

While the changes in the text of these documents are modest, mostly the inclusion of the Sea Scout
program in several clauses and paragraphs, the changes will be significant; providing Sea Scouting with
access to the full range of attention and support at the National Council and throughout the BSA
organization. This is a significant milestone for Sea Scouts, BSA.

The National Sea Scout Support Committee, the National Director, and the National Commodore are
already working to use this new status to improve and expand Sea Scouting.  Plans for 2016 include
emphasis on membership growth, providing additional resources to support existing ships and help in-
crease the number of Sea Scout Ships (units) throughout the country.

A new manual will be released in the spring of 2016. The changes in the advancement requirements
have added a paddlesports component to the program as an option for the youth to participate in as
part of their advancement. The new requirements are on the website and are effective immediately as of
November 2015. There is a grandfather clause allowing for youth to work on their current
requirements until May 2017.

Another emphasis area for 2016 will be improved communications and enhanced use of electronic
media.  Check out the new Sea Scout website at: www.SeaScout.org

NEW RANK REQUIREMENTS START IMMEDIATELY

See FORUM downloads for changes
NAT Sea Scout Advancement Updates



Frequently Asked Questions
Sea Scout Resolution

March 24, 2016
Frequently asked questions regarding the effects of the

Sea Scout Resolution.

If you have specific questions that are not addressed in the
FORUM Download Sea Scout Fact Sheet, please send an email
message to nationalcommodore@seascout.org.
Answers to those questions will be used to generate the next
set of FAQs.

The BSA National Executive Board, on February 10, 2016,
adopted a resolution "...to make Sea Scouts a separate
program with the same status of other programs."  "Cub
Scouting, Boy Scouting, and Varsity Scouting are for boys.
Venturing and Sea Scouting are for young men and young
women."

Sea Scouting looks forward to your Questions.



SEAL

By Jim Elroy, National SEAL Coordinator Boy Scouts of America Sea Scout Program.

Lt. Commander Katie Hagen Jacobson, USN, saluted the colors smartly as she stepped on the
gangway departing the guided missile destroyer USS Preble (DDG 88) at San Diego Naval Base,
California. She had been deployed on destroyer duty for the past 3 years. For the past seven months
she was deployed with the U.S. 7th Fleet in the Indo-Asian-Pacific Region. Katie is a surface weapons
officer. However she is on her way to Washington, D.C. where she will be assigned to the Pentagon as
a Congressional Liaison officer.

However Katie did not always wear the uniform of the United States Navy. In 1999, Katie wore
the Sea Scout uniform and attended SEAL training in Florida. She graduated first in her SEAL class.
Katie then applied for and received a full Navy scholarship to Tulane University. Katie, graduated
from Tulane and the NROTC program and placed first in her class in the nation.  When I spoke to
Katie last she told me that she learned the technical skills that equipped her to be a good Naval Officer
from ROTC and her other college courses. However she learned leadership from Sea Scouting and a
big part of that learning experience was SEAL. Katie said, “SEAL became one of the driving forces
behind my decision to apply for the Navy ROTC scholarship to Tulane University. SEAL taught me
that I could achieve anything I put my mind to.  SEAL built my confidence as a leader.” Thanks to
SEAL I have a wonderful job that I love and I am able to serve my country at the same time, I could
not ask for more.”

Katie said she recommends Sea Scouting and in particular SEAL training to every young
person. Everyone need to learn leadership skills, team work, responsibility, service to country and
being part of something bigger than yourself. Katie said, “ Without my experience in Sea Scouting I
may not be where I am today.

Lt. Commander Katie Hagen Jacobson, USN at SEAL training as a Sea Scout
See Navy Article in FORUM downloads on Lt. Commander Katie Hagen Jacobson



COURSE INFORMATION FOR SEAL 2016  

 

Northeast Region SL-71-MD-2016 

Date: June 25 - July 3, 2016 
Location: Chesapeake Bay, Maryland 
Vessel/type: SSTV Der PeLiKan (44' Morgan ketch) 
Cost: $280 
 

    

 

Southern Region SL-72-TX-2016 
Date: July 1 - 9, 2016 
Location: Galveston Bay, Texas 
Vessel/type: SSTV Gremlin (38' Little Harbor) 
Cost: $250 
 

    

 

Western Region SL-73-WA-2016 
Date: July 6 - 15, 2016                                                              

Location: San Juan Islands-Seattle, Washington 
Vessel/type: SSTV Argo (40’ Mark 4 Shore Launch motor ) 
Cost: $280 
 

    

 

Northeast Region SL-74-NY-2016                                        
Date: July 7 - 17, 2016 
Location: Long Island Sound, New York 
Vessel/type: SSTV Resolution (Hinckley 40 Bermuda yawl) 
Cost: $280 

 

    

 

Northeast Region SL-75-MD-2016 
Date: July 23 - 31, 2016 
Location: Chesapeake Bay, Maryland 
Vessel/type: SSTV Der PeLiKan (44' Morgan ketch) 
Cost: $280 
 

  
  



February 2016 Edition

BREAKING NEWS…… 

EXPLORERS AT THE SUMMIT 2016!

This summer Explorers will be invited to attend camp at 
the Summit! As the premier outdoor high adventure venue, 

what teenager wouldn’t want to experience everything the Summit has to offer? More importantly, 
Explorers from all career fields who attend the Summit this summer will participate in the new 
Exploring Leadership Certificate training. Their feedback will impact how this new recognition is 
finalized and released to the field. More info coming soon!

   
Looking for TRAINING opportunities? 

STARTING THIS MONTH

EXPLORING EXPLOSION VILT’s (Virtual Instructor Lead Training)

In preparation for and during your Exploring Explosion campaign, the
National Service Center has developed a series of VILT’s that will focus around the:                 
4-Phase Program Start Up. There will be a VILT focused on each phase: Phase 1- Research,
Phase 2 - Leadership, Phase 3 - Program, and Phase 4 - Participation

Register at http://bit.ly/2016LFLwebinars

EXPLORING AND LFL PROGRAMS: Best Practices and Strategies- PTC

Participants will learn how to identify and fill the needs of local schools and 
businesses by using the total package of in- school and Exploring programs. You’ll learn how to fund 
and sustain these programs to achieve the maximum benefit to both the youth and the organizations 
who serve youth. District and Council Key 3s, commissioners at all levels and district and council 
committee members with Exploring and Learning for Life responsibilities are encouraged to attend. 
Faculty will include National Learning for Life volunteers and professionals who will share best 
practices and strategies.

Availability- Week 8: July 24-30 click here

BREAEAEAAAAKING NEWEWEWWS……

This summer Explorers will be invited to attend camp at 
the Summit! As the premier outdoor high adventure venue, 

what teenager wouldn’t want to experience everything the Summit has to offer? More importantly, 
Explorers from all career fields who attend the
what teenager wouldn’t want to experience everything the Summit has to offer? More importantly, 



February 2016 Edition 

 

 

 

TRAVELING EXPLORING CERTIFICATION 

In lieu of the Exploring Road Show, the National Exploring Team will be traveling to each area 
across the country to facilitate the Exploring Certification course during 2016. In an effort to 
support councils in their participation in the 2016 Exploring Explosion national growth campaign, 
there will be no course fee. For booking locations contact Tim.Anderson@lflmail.org. For all other 
questions contact Brooke.Parkinson@lflmail.org. To register go to  bit.ly/2016certifications. 

Check the registration site periodically as new dates and locations for the 2016 traveling Exploring 
Certification course will be added as they are scheduled with the area directors. 

 

LEARNING FOR LIFE CURRICULUM BASED CERTIFICATION 

   This course will be offered twice, in addition to the dates and locations in conjunction with DOB 
listed above. 

 Tuesday, May 24 | San Diego, CA at NAM | Register during NAM registration  

 Monday, Sept 12 – Tues Sept 13 | Louisville, KY at Lincoln Heritage Council 

Register at: bit.ly/2016certifications Call 972-580-2432 or email Brooke.Parkinson@lflmail.org for more 
information. 

 
MONTHLY VIRTUAL TRAININGS 

For those looking for a quick update and review of some of the basic parts and processes of 
Exploring and Learning for Life Curriculum Based programs – these webinars will meet your 
needs. Both professionals and volunteers are invited to participate. Please share this schedule 
with your volunteers. Contact Kristen.Falatko@lflmail.org for more information. Register online at 
http://bit.ly/2016LFLwebinars 

 
EXPLORERS CAN NOW EARN COLLEGE CREDIT! 

 
Exploring, in partnership with Pearson Education, is excited to offer Law 
Enforcement Explorers college-level courses. After completing the courses, your 
Explorers will receive college credit (from the American Council on Education) 
towards earning a degree in Criminal Justice. The attached Learning for Life 
Digital Booklet will provide the details and steps to enroll. In addition, all 
Explorers under the age of 18 must have their parents’ approval and signatures 
on the attached consent form. 

 
This is an excellent opportunity to start earning a college degree at a discounted fee for all of 
our Law Enforcement Explorers. Please use the attached letter to spread the word. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Explorers 18 and over can pay/register for Propero courses at 
www.propero.org/learning - we've asked them (in the Learning for Life Digital Booklet) to contact 
their local Exploring office for this URL information. All Explorers under the age of 18 will first need 
to submit their Propero Parent and Student Consent form to learningconsent@pearson.com before 
this URL will be provided by Pearson. 

Please see associated Propero attachments – these will soon be available on 
exploring.learningforlife.org 



Learn what it’s like to work at the world’s largest canoe base.

The staff at Northern Tier come from all over the world.  They bring
with them a unique set of skills, talents, and an enthusiasm for the
outdoors. Northern Tier’s diverse and qualified staff work as a team and
annually deliver the wilderness experience of a lifetime to thousands of
youth and adults.

The incredible part about joining the staff at Northern
Tier is attaining valuable life experiences.  Aside from the hard skills, like
first aid and canoeing techniques, there are many personal skills staff learn
while on the job, including time and people management. Don’t wait to
hone your outdoor and teaching skills.

Visit NTier.org/Jobs to learn how you can tour the
Northwoods this summer!



Lone Voyageur
Want to attend Northern Tier but your troop or Venturing Crew can’t
make it this year?  No problem.  The Lone Voyageur program allows
Venturers to attend Northern Tier as part of a provisional crew –
Northern Tier will provide qualified adult leadership.  This program is
offered out of Charles L. Sommers Wilderness Canoe Base and lets you
participate in a seven-day trip through the pristine Quetico Provincial
Park and Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

COST
$600 PER PERSON

2016 SUMMER SESSIONS
JUNE 8 – JUNE 15

JUNE 19 – 26

JUNE 29 – JULY 6

JULY 13 – JULY 20

AUGUST 3 – AUGUST 10

A round-trip shuttle from the Minneapolis/St. Paul airport is included in your fee.

Call 218.365.4811 for more information.

Older venture scouts and/or sea scouts should also consider joining the Northern Tier team for the greatest
summer of their lives! Visit http://ntier.org/Jobs or email Jobs@Ntier.org.



Crew 276 Goes to Klondike Derby
By Christopher

On January 29th – 31st,
Venturing Crew 276
Participated in the annual
Klondike Derby at Winnebago
Scout Reservation. The team of
5 members pulled a sled from
station to station, building fires,
tying knots, constructing
shelters, performing first aid
and so much more. We worked
as a team to execute the
different tasks at every station
using our knowledge and lead-
ership skills. For 7 hours, Crew

276 did their best and got a really high score for their first Klondike as
a Crew.

The Crew arrived at Winnebago Scout reservation on Friday and
started prepping for the race the next morning. After revile, Crew 276
woke up, ate breakfast, gathered their gear and made their way to the
parade field for morning colors. After the troops were dismissed, the
Crew started their first station at the first-aid course where they
treated the victim for a broken leg and arterial bleed. After
successfully completing the first-aid station with a perfect score, they
continued the day going from station to station.

The Crew finished their day up with dinner and a campfire at the
campsite after a long day. The next morning, they packed everything
up and headed back home.

“We gained a lot of
experience working as a
team” “We had a great
time competing with the
Troops in our council”
“We will be back next
year for another great
competition”, were some
of our Crew remarks.
Over all, we participated
in the Klondike Derby and
had a great time. We
can’t wait for next year!

Venturing is a youth
development program of the Boy Scouts of America for young men and
women who are 14, or 13 years of age and completion of the eighth
grade. through 20 years of age. Venturing Crew 276 meets monthly in
Byram Township at the Lakeland Emergency Squad building. More
information on the crew can be found at venturecrew276.com.



A Venturer Reports: How I got tangled up with Julie
or, My first trip as a member of Crew 27

Timberline Ski Trip Feb 19-21, 2016

Late Friday afternoon on the 19th of February, Brooke, Lila, Lily,
Lillianne, and Julie met at (our Associate Advisor) Pete ’s home to set off
on our three-hour plus drive for the Four Seasons Timberline Ski Resort in
Davis, West Virginia.  After we had signed the vast amount of paperwork
required for every trip, we all piled into Pete ’s minivan and drove off into
the sunset (literally).  For the first hour or so of the drive we chattered and
ate mint Oreos and maple cookies.  Then everyone fell into either a light
sleep or some sort of long-distance driving trance that kept them silent.
Light gradually faded as we neared the resort and at one point we made a
wrong turn.  Pete had to drive backwards a few hundred feet until we
spotted the road again.  This was a dark and unmarked road that inspired
uneasy feelings for me but didn’t seem to bother anyone else.

Our priority when we reached the resort was getting dinner.  This was
not only due to the fact that we are chronically hungry Venturers, but we
had arrived around 8:30 pm and the café closed at 9:00 pm sharp.  Since
our Advisor, Lisa, had not been able to drive with us on the way down, Pete
picked up her dinner as well.  I feel the need to mention that as a certain
Venturer was buying her food she managed to drop all of it upside down on
the carpeted floor.  To say the least it was a spectacle for the few remaining
people in the large dining hall.

We quickly ate meals that tasted freakishly similar to school cafeteria
food.  Afterwards we headed off to get our ski gear checked out; as none of
us owned any.  Now accompanied by Lisa, who had joined us midway
through dinner, we went to the room labeled “gear rental” only to be
directed to the bunkhouse, which had its own gear rental facility.  We
trudged through icy mud all the way to the bunkhouse, where we each

chose a helmet and ski poles off a
shelf and were given skis and ski
boots based on shoe size and weight.
The skis and ski boots were
remarkably heavy, and awkward to
carry, but we carried them nonethe-
less - up the stairs to the large room
we were sharing with many other
women.

We gradually settled into our
bunk beds and went through our
evening routines.  Going through
one’s normal evening routine that
night was especially difficult because
there were only two bathrooms for

30+ women.  Around 11:45 pm the lights were finally turned off and people
drifted off into sleep.

Julie and Lillianne
Sisters on the slopes of Timberline



A Venturer Reports: How I got tangled up with Julie
or, My first trip as a member of Crew 27

Timberline Ski Trip Feb 19-21, 2016

And then it started.  The infuriating sound of sawing lumber rang
throughout the large room.  Oh wait, never mind, that was just somebody
snoring.  I suddenly began to regret this trip.  What if I don’t get any sleep
for these next two days?  Things looked grim for me and any other person
kept awake by the racket.  Despite all of my efforts to protect my ears from
the horrible sound, it pierced through every pillow, every sleeping bag, and
every ear-bud.  There was no escape.  I eventually accepted my sleepless
fate and succumbed to pure exhaustion around 3 AM.

We woke at 5:15 AM to the sound
of people getting up.  I fell back asleep
only to be woken by Brooke around
6:00 am.  She was worried that they
were going to something that we were
missing.  When I asked if anyone else
had been as affected as I was by the
snoring, only a few had been.  I set
aside my feelings about my sleepless
night and looked forward to a full day
of skiing.  Excitement hung heavy in the
air, at least among those who had never
skied before, as we walked back to the
café.

Walking in ski boots for the first
time is incredibly difficult.  With no ability to move at the ankle and being
constantly pitched forward due to the angle of the boot, I was left walking
as though I had a horrible rash between my legs.

The quality of breakfast proved no better than the quality of the pre-
vious dinner but we ate with the knowledge that we would be hungry later.
As we sat around the table Brooke, the Activity Chair, explained that those
who had not skied before had to take a one hour lesson after breakfast.
Those who had never skied before consisted of Lila, Lillianne, and Julie.
Since we had all of our ski gear with us we went directly to the area
marked “beginner lessons.” Brooke and Lily, both being seasoned skiers,
immediately headed off to the more challenging slopes.  As I looked at the
alleged beginners standing in a three -row line facing the same way I no-
ticed that they were all already wearing their skis.  Were we supposed to
already know how to put on our skis?  Was it so obvious that even someone
who has never put on a ski before, like myself, would know how to do it?  I
instantly felt dumb and asked Lillianne and Julie if they knew how to put
the skis on.  They said that they were figuring it out.

Lillianne and Julie Swooshing
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I was inclined to figure it out too until I saw that both of them were
repeatedly falling and unable to stop moving across the slick white snow.  I
decided to wait until I knew how to take the skis off before I put them on as
I didn’t want to get trapped in them.

When the line finally started moving and the ski instructors finally
started collecting tickets, everyone who was wearing their skis already was
told to take them off.  Some looked around in confusion as they didn’t
actually know how to take them off but were directed to a small button
behind the heel.  We were split into groups and sent off to gather around
different stations.  At the first station we were taught how to put on the
skis safely, at the second we were taught how to stop and turn, and then at
the third we were led to the smaller of two lifts.  With only rudimentary
knowledge of how to downhill ski we went down the smallest of slopes at a
very slow pace.

We were thrilled when we got the bottom without falling and decided
to go on a longer and more challenging path.  Since the path we wanted to
go on could only be accessed by the other lift, we took off our skis and
trudged uphill towards it.  When we got there we discovered that there was
an immense line of snowboarders and skiers impatiently waiting for their
turn.  The three of us waited and talked for a while, at least twenty
minutes, before our chair came around.  We continued talking, now joking
about how funny it would be if this or that person dropped this or that item
from such an incredible height.  Later that day we found out just how
funny it actually was.

Once we reached the top of the
line, we decided to go on the longer
of the two Green (easy) slopes.  We
were met with a clear sky, green fir
trees and an empty stretch of white
glistening snow.  Things went well
until we hit the small hills and sharp
turns.  Often times we would fly
uncontrollably down a hill and fall
once we got to the bottom because we
didn’t know how to stop at such a
high speed.  One of us would then try
to help the person who had fallen
and fall while doing so.

Lillianne leaning back about to lose it at
Timberline
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The only part harder than
getting up after falling is putting
the skis back on if they came off.
After the first few encounters
with this slope we were able to ski
effectively enough that we were-
n’t falling so much that we
couldn’t enjoy ourselves.  In fact
every time one of us fell the other
two either laughed hysterically
because the person had wiped out
in a way that begged for an
audience or we waited patiently
as the person reprimanded her
skis for not latching onto the
boots quickly.

By the time lunch rolled
around we were exhausted from

poor sleep and hours of exercise.  When we entered the dining hall it was
packed with people; there wasn’t an empty table in sight but we were able
to sit with Pete and Lisa.  We ate our lunch slowly, savoring the chance to
sit and relax and talked about our experiences skiing for the first time.
Pete and Lisa listened with amusement to our tales of encounters with hills
and with falling.

Pete brought it to our attention that there had been a lift accident
around 9:00 AM.  Over 100 people were stranded on the lift and nine
people were injured. 5news said two were sent to the hospital with minor
injuries and the other seven were treated on the scene and released.  All of
the other stranded skiers were retrieved safely from the lift.  The cause for
this accident was unknown but there was a derailment of the cable.

After a while we decided to try one of the harder slopes, but only after
warming up again with the slope we had already skied repeatedly.  Pete
gave me the responsibility of taking pictures with his camera to post on the
crew website.  Once again we went through the long process of waiting in
line.  When we reached the front of the line the lift operator reminded us to
display our lift tickets.  I looked down at my jacket and was met with the
incredibly disappointing sight of an empty spot where my lift ticket should
be.

Sisters on the Bunny Hill at Timberline
Julie and Lillianne
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Since Pete doesn't ski, he had received an extra ticket that he couldn't
use - they had charged him full fare even though he was just a driver.  I
walked back down to the café where I knew Pete would be doing math at a
table.  I didn’t walk quickly because I knew that Lillianne and Julie would
already be moving slowly up the hill on the lift by the time I got back.  Pete
didn’t seem frustrated that he would have to walk all the way back to the
bunkhouse, only amused that I lost my ticket due to carelessness.

After ten or so minutes Pete returned with his ticket and placed it in a
more secure place on the inside of my jacket.  I then returned to the bottom
of the lift and waited for Lillianne and Julie to come flying over the hill
and into sight.  When they did I asked if we could do the easier slope again
before we tried the harder one since I never got the opportunity to warm
up.  Being the sweet and accommodating people that they are, Lillianne and
Julie agreed to go down the easier slope one more time before trying the
harder one.  I should mention that the view from the top of the steep slopes
is stunning as you can see a frozen lake and the quaint little town of Davis,
WV.  I would have taken a picture of it to post on the crew website but I
could not summon the courage to pull out Pete ’s camera and hold it
precariously over the edge of the lift seat.  This time the easy route was
even easier than before, but while Lillianne and Julie may have been stoked
to try a harder slope, I was still very worried and fearful of a slope steeper
than the one I had done over and over again.  When we got back to the
bottom of the hill I searched for any way to escape the harder slope.  So of
course I leapt at the opportunity to go with Brooke to the Terrain Park.
Once we had walked over to it I realized that she expected me to actually
ski it even if I avoided going over the obstacles altogether.  She spent a few
minutes trying to convince me to try it but to no avail.  She then decided
that she didn’t want to ski it alone so we walked back to the lift and waited
in line.  You might think that this would be the perfect opportunity to go
down a harder slope with an experienced skier like Brooke but I still did
not trust my rudimentary skiing skills to keep me safe.

Once again I skied down the easier slope, now with the amusing
company of Brooke.  She alternated between squatting down low while
skiing at a normal speed and singing to me with an interesting choice of
lyrics.  She also showed me a few tips on how to ski more efficiently
like always keeping your knees bent.  When we reached the bottom, we
both agreed that neither of us had the patience to wait in line for twenty
minutes so we went back to the café and relaxed with Pete at his table while
he did math.  Eventually, sitting at the table watching Pete do math got
boring so we went to a couch and sat there even longer.
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Then we ate dinner with everyone else and this time we beginners
listened to what Lily and Brooke had to say about their adventures with
moguls and side tracks.  We were eager to go night -skiing and Lisa had
gotten me fired up about going down a harder slope.  We wolfed down our
dinner and left in a hurry so that we could get as much skiing done in the
limited amount of time remaining before the lifts closed at 9:00 PM. Lily,
an experienced skier, had already taken Lillianne and Julie skiing down
one of the harder slopes and now she offered to take me down.  I gratefully
accepted her offer because I didn’t want to try this unfamiliar and difficult
slope alone.  We went to the top of the lift together and she spoke
reassuringly to me the entire time.  Although this helped tremendously,
there was no getting around the inevitable fact that I was going to fall more
than once.  Once we were at the top of the slope, we used our poles to push
ourselves slightly uphill across a track to the launch spot of our slope.
When I looked over to Lily she was gesturing to a hill that looked like a
horizon. I immediately wanted to go back to the lift and do something else,
but it was too late to back out.  Lily patiently reassured me that I wasn ’t
going to die and that the hill wasn’t as steep as it looked.  Cautiously I
pushed forward down the hill but immediately slowed myself before I could
gain much speed by turning sharply every six feet or so.  Things went very
well for a while but soon my skis crossed and I lost control and fell.  This
happened once or twice more before we finally reached the bottom.

When we finally did reach the bottom I was greeted with
congratulations from Brooke, Lillianne, and Julie.  Apparently only falling
three times was good even though I was going considerably slower than I
probably should have.  All five of us now returned to the café and talked to
Lisa and Pete briefly before returning to the same difficult slope.
Lillianne, Julie and I skied the more difficult slope while Lily and Brooke
went off to do even harder slopes.  At this point it had been dark for a
while and the number of people on the slopes was reduced to the people
spending the night at the resort.

Once, when Julie and I used the lift, Julie ’s ski got tangled in mine.
The lift was stopped before we were more than five feet off the ground but
Julie fell part way and I fell all the way off. My ski was so terribly tangled
in hers that I had to take it off.  When one of the operators lifted me back
into the seat he could not get both of my skis on so I had to hold one of my
skis for the entire ride to the top.
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When we reached the top, instead of simply stepping onto my skis and
gliding down the path, we had to repeatedly tell the operator to stop the lift
so that I could hobble over to a place where I could put on the ski without
being run over by the lift seat.  On another lift ride one of my poles got
tangled with Julie’s and I ended up sitting on one of Lillianne’s poles.  My
tangled pole fell to the ground but we were still close enough to the lift sta-
tion that a person a few seats behind us was able to pick it up.

Throughout our repeated adventures down the harder slope, one of us
kept falling so much so that she was just about ready to give up.
Fortunately the other two of us were able to convince her to go again and
her skills improved despite her discouragement.  After three or four more
runs down the harder slope we met up again with Lily and Brooke and
went back to the café to meet up with Pete and Lisa.  We gathered our
belongings that Pete had accumulated there throughout the day and headed
back to the bunkhouse.  We all went to bed very quickly this time because
we were even more exhausted than we were at midday.  I managed to fall
asleep around 8:30 PM but alas, I was awakened by the incessant dinging

of my phone around midnight pm be-
cause my mother was incessantly
texting me.  I turned off my phone
and almost drifted off to sleep again
when the dreadful sound of snoring
invaded my ears.  Once again I
stayed up until roughly 3:00 AM be-
fore finally falling asleep.

When we woke up the next
morning, it was raining heavily and
consequently skiing would not be
very enjoyable.  We decided to go get
breakfast and see if it would stop by
the time we were ready to ski.  Un-
fortunately it did not stop raining, so

we all decided the best thing to do
would be to pack up and go home.

Lila, Brooke, Lisa, Julie, Lily, Lillianne
chatting at Timberline
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Lillianne was especially keen on skiing in the rain but Brooke, having
skied in the rain before, made the executive decision that doing so would
not be worth it and we should leave.  We packed our things and gathered
on the deck to do Thorns, Buds and Roses.  Better known as TBR.  Thorns,
Buds and Roses is a ritual (reflection) where the people who participated in
an activity gather at the end to talk about the trip’s drawbacks (Thorns),
how things could be improved (Buds), and the highlights of the trip
(Roses).  We didn’t have any trouble coming up with the highlights of this
trip, special thanks to Brooke for setting it all up, and most everyone
agreed that the Thorn was that we did not get to ski a second day.  People
then went their separate ways, either to Pete or Lisa ’s car, and began the
trip home.  The trip home was much like the trip to the resort, only more
subdued because it was over, and also probably because there were no more
Mint Oreos left.  We even had a close encounter with Pete ’s submarine mu-
sic but thanks to my expertise with old cars, I managed to switch back to
the radio. We got back to Pete’s house mid-afternoon.

Special thanks to Brooke for
setting up this wonderful trip and
thanks to Pete and Lisa for driving us
to and from the resort, encouraging us
the entire time and giving us helpful
feedback and advice.
http://www.wdtv.com/wdtv.cfm?
func=view&section=5-
News&item=Skiers-Injured-in-Ski-Lift
-Accident-at-Timberline-Resort-28832

Lila
Lila is a 14 year old Venturer who just joined Crew 27 of the National Capital Area Council.
An unusual young woman, she comes from a camping family and was taken to the woods of-
ten and early by her folks.  Brand new to Venturing, she participated as a guest with her dad
for nearly four months before she finally turned 14 and could officially join.  The Timberline
Ski trip was her first official overnight activity as a full fledged Venturer but she did com-
plete ILSC, Venturing Safety Training and ––Crew Officer Orientation in January.  Quickly
completing the requirements for her Venturer Award, Lila is off and running on her Discov-
ery Award and is really looking forward to a week of base camp at the Venturing program
at Goshen Scout Reservation this summer, followed by a week of trail camp in the mountains
around Goshen in the Lenhok'sin Program, NYLT, and then nearly two weeks on the trail at
Philmont Scout Ranch with her Crew.

Lily dressed to ski!



Nestled in the heart of Pennsylvania’s outdoor adventure mecca, the
Laurel Highlands Council’s premier high adventure experience, Eagle
Base, offers summer adventures For Venturing Crews and older Boy
Scouts.  Perfect for the novice and experienced high adventure
camper, our program is a base camp experience with a choice of
highlight activities run by professional partner vendors and our staff
during the day and an assortment of evening programs. Campers are
introduced to many high adventure activities, trail cooking, wilder-
ness camping, and trail equipment. Go caving and rappelling, shoot
sporting clays, whitewater raft, climb, kayak, and much, much more!
For more information go to http://tinyurl.com/LHCEagleBase and
check out the 2016 Heritage Reservation Guidebook.
Check out this exciting Eagle Base video: https://youtu.be/-
1onmxeoZFo
Contact Mike Manner, LHC Director of Camping, at
mike.manner@scouting.org or 412-325-7914 for questions.



VVVeeennntttuuurrreeerrrsss &&& VVVeeennntttuuurrriiinnnggg LLLeeeaaadddeeerrrsss
Want a dedicated Venturing Summer Camp Program with a

great track record featured in The Forum – search The
Forum archives to see what Venturers think of Goshen

Scout Reservation’s - Camps Bowman & Lenhok’sin. Want
more than one week of Venturing Camp at a time, more hike-

able terrain than either Philmont or The Summit at half the
cost - $360/week? Come to Goshen’s Venturing Program,

now in its 7th year.  It is tailored to the new Award System &
Ranger! Join us this summer from 27 June thru 8 Aug!

Call Phil at (301)214-9195 or go to the guide below:

http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/ncacbsa.site-ym.com/resource/collection/D7F219CD-7A1C-49D0-A200-
F3254CAE24CA/Goshen_Venturing_Guide.pdf

NNAATTIIOONNAALL CCAAPPIITTAALL AARREEAA CCOOUUNNCCIILL,, BBSSAA
GGOOSSHHEENN SSCCOOUUTT RREESSEERRVVAATTIIOONN

VViieewwiinngg RRoocckk OOvveerrllooookkiinngg GGoosshheenn SSccoouutt RReesseerrvvaattiioonn



 

 

SEABADGE 
(SB-28-CT-2016) 

 

 

Dates: November 18th , 2016 thru November 20th 2016  
Cost:  $175.00 / Participants  

Course Director: Marshall Parsons, twinpars@earthlink.net  C860.938.7681  
 

Application and Information: http://nerseascout.org   

    
 

  
 

 Meet with other Sea Scouts around the Nation 
 This course is the newest and revised for 2016 
 Learn from over 100+ Years of Sea Scouting Knowledge from our Instructors 
 Participate in activities that will build on your seamanship skills 
 Team Building Activities 
 Explore the Seaport and learn about “living” maritime history 
 Right in Picturesque Mystic CT 
 Make new Scouting Friends 

 

          Easy Location for Travel 
 Nearby Groton Airport GON Severed by Regional Airlines 
 TF Green Airport in Providence about 40 Min Away 
 Amtrak in Mystic CT 
 Bus Service and Train Service to nearby New London CT 

 



Your Venturing Crew/Explorer Post
+Our Mountain camp
=Best summer ever!

Whether you choose to zipline into a mountain gorge,

rappel down a waterfall, kayak down a whitewater river,

shoot pistols or rifles, go horseback riding, go hiking,

mountain bike our mountain trails, float down the Green

River, take our Wilderness Survivor Challenge, or get wet

and wild at our luau…these are memories for a lifetime!

Each Crew/Post designs their own program by selecting

from these and other exciting adventures. It can be a great

time for team building, learning new skills, and working on

your Venturing Ranger award.

What:   2016 High Adventure Summer Camp

Where:  Camp Bob Hardin –Saluda, NC

When:  July 5-9, 2016

Average Temperature: 76°F
Base Cost:  $150

For details and our Adventure Guide, check us out on Facebook or at our web site!

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/CAMPBOBHARDIN WWW.CAMPBOBHARDIN.COM



Is your Crew LAB Ready?
Lumpkin Adventure Base 2016

America’s First Venturing Specific Camp is calling. Is your Crew ready? Is your Crew strong
enough and filled with Scout Spirit and that longing for adventure? If so, Lumpkin is the only
camp destination that makes sense for you and your crew!

We are pleased to announce our first crew is now registered, as well as a group of International
Scouts from Haiti are planning to make Lumpkin their summer camp destination next year!
Hope to see your Crew there as well.

Top Reasons for your Crew to make Lumpkin Adventure Base your 2016 camp experience!

1. LAB is the ONLY Venturing specific camp in America!
No trying to find your niche in the merit badge based program at your local Boy Scout
camp. Come to LAB and spend the week with other co-ed Venture Crews at America’s
First Dedicated Venturing base!

2. You can travel with a partner troop that is coming to Camp Daniel Boone or Camp
Rainey Mountain.
Located in Western Carolina, LAB is just a short drive from Camp Daniel Boone and
Camp Rainey Mountain. You can cut travel costs by partnering with a local Boy Scout
troop for travel purposes. If you need transported from either camp, we can help.

3. Amazing High Adventure Program.

A diverse and exciting array of program opportunities including multiple rivers to raft,
thousands of miles of trails to hike, climbing, shooting, riding … the list goes on.



4. Location Location Location
Western North Carolina is one of the most diverse eco-systems on earth, and it provides
an amazing back drop for your Crew’s adventures. With camp located at about 2,000
feet elevation, the summertime temperatures are cool. Backpacking treks will cross
5,000 foot peaks and evening temperatures can drop into the 50’s.

5. Partners in Adventure

We partner with several certified outdoor program providers including the Nantahala
Outdoor Center, which is heralded as one of the “Best Outfitters on Earth”. We will also
work with you to make sure your Crew itinerary meets your needs and exceeds your
expectations.

6. Affordable Camp Fees
With trek fees starting at just $350 per person, it is an affordable week long experience.

7. Great Food Made the way YOU like it … Guaranteed!
Part of the program is your crew cooking your own food! You know you will like it! This
provides a great team building opportunity, and your crew will learn the fine art of
outdoor cooking. All food and cooking equipment is provided.

8. Just the right size.
Your crew will be a part of a larger group in base camp, but not so large your feel lost in
a sea of people. With 60-100 campers per week, it is a comfortable camp setting where
you can meet other Scouts from across the country.

9. Program equipment is provided.
We know many Crews do not have gear, so we will provide the needed gear. Tents,
cooking equipment, water purification systems are all part of the package, be it for base
camp or backpacking.

10. Plenty of program in base camp as well.
When not in the back-country, there are plenty of program opportunities in base camp
including Frisbee golf, human foosball, and geo-caching. There are also social activities
like campfires, Ice Cream Social and time to just relax on occasion.

For more information contact

Dan Rogers (828) 254-6189

dan.rogers@scouting.org

www.lumpkinadventurebase.org
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2016 Regional Explorer Conference
Date: July 10 - 15, 2016
Location: Western State Colorado University

2016 Conference Registration will be OPEN SOON!

2016 Conference Guide: COMING SOON!

2016 Conference Schedule: COMING SOON!

LEEPAAC has begun planning the 2016 Regional Law Enforcement
Explorer Conference and planning will continue through the Spring of
2016. 

LEEPAAC member agencies have agreed to take over the following
committees:
-Ceremonies Coordinator - Denver PD
-Competitions/Dispatch - Lakewood PD
-Cop Shop -
-Entertainment Coordinator - Adams County SO
-Individual Competition Coordinator -
-Registration - Arapahoe County SO
-Safety Coordinator - Larimer County SO
- Medical Staff -
- Conference Video -

LEEPAAC is currently seeking agencies or groups of qualified individuals
to organize and oversee several team and individual competition
events.

Please attend regular monthly LEEPAAC meetings to participate in the
planning, or to volunteer for a committee position or a competition
event.  If you are unable to attend a meeting but would like to help,
please contact any LEEPAAC board member.

What is new in 2016:

Required Documents from Learning For Life:
- Learning For Life Medical Release (everyone)
- Learning For Life Tour & Activity Permit (one per post)

We are bringing back the In-Service Training again - Hosted By:
Colorado Springs PD

Individual Competitions Sign-Up:
- Will be held on Monday July 11, 2016 from 1300-2300, with an hour
break (1800-1900) for dinner.
- You will NOT be dispatched to them this year.
- You will register for the events you want to participate in, EXCEPT
Obstacle Course, which is a walk-up event.
- Sign-Up will be held SUNDAY evening, right after the opening
ceremonies have concluded.
- You will select a time and will need to arrive 20-mins prior to your
scheduled time.
- Your choices this year are:

* Crisis Intervention - Hosted By: El Paso County SO
* Pedestrian Stop - Hosted By: Douglas County SO
* Obstacle Course - Hosted By: Jefferson County SO



National Exploring
http://www.learningforlife.org/news-events/
news-exploring/
National Venturing
http://www.scouting.org/venturing.aspx
National Sea Scout
http://www.seascout.org/
Central Region Venturing
http://www.crventuring.org
Northeast Region Venturing
http://nerventuring-bsa.org/
Northeast Region Sea Scout Net
http://www.nerseascout.org/
Southern Region-Venturing
http://srventuring-bsa.org/wordpress/
Southern Region Sea Scout
http://sregion.seascout.org/
Western Region Venturing
www.wrventuring-bsa.org
USA Scouting Service-Venturing
http://www.usscouts.org/usscouts/venturing/
UniformingFAQ.asp
Venturing Magazine
www.venturingmag.org

Yahoo Groups
Central Region
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/crventuring/
Northeast Region
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nerventuring/
Southern Region
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/srventuring/
Western Region
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wrventuring/
National
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/venturinglist/

The FORUM is a National cluster concept
and a friendly way to help Scouting Leaders
exchange ideas and programs among our
Troops, Crews, Ships, Posts, Councils,
Areas, Regions and National..

The FORUM is shared by Volunteers and
Professionals across the country.

“The FORUM” has been published
monthly since 2003 and is not an official
publication of any Council, Area, Region or
National. It is the  Leaders and Professionals
newsletter. Help support our teenage
program by sending the FORUM your
stories, Newsletters. Council articles,
By-Laws, Questions and Best Practices to
share with others.

As always, articles, questions and
comments are welcome. Promote Venturing,
Sea Scouting and  Exploring  by promoting
your Unit and Council. We are seeking
support from anyone interested in working
on the newsletter .
Thanks for all you do!

Bob the BEAR Monto—Editor in Chief
Pete Mapes—Associate Editor
Bernie Suess - Webmaster

TO SUBSCRIBE to the FORUM:
Email Bob the BEAR at
rmonto47@gmail.com

Use the email account you want to receive
the FORUM and give Full name and
Council to place you in the right email list.




